
   Wildlife Conservation/Environmental Activism    
 

The Ancient One – T.A. Barron 
While helping her Great Aunt Melanie try to protect an Oregon redwood forest from loggers, thirteen-

year-old Kate goes back five centuries through a time tunnel and faces the evil creature Gashra, 

who is bent on destroying the same forest. 

 
Flash Point – Sneed B. Collard  
After school Luther works part-time with a vet who rescues and retrains birds of prey but when he 

questions many of the community's beliefs about land use, he risks alienation from his friends and 

family. 

 

Earthgirl - Jennifer Cowan 
When Sabine rants against a litter bug, her anger is videotaped and posted on YouTube, and she 

becomes involved in environmental activism. 

 

The Problem with Paradise – Lesley Dahl 
Fourteen-year-old Casey dreads leaving her friends and boyfriend to spend a boring summer on a 

Caribbean island with her naturalist father, stepmother, and brothers, but she has some life-changing 

experiences that include learning to sail, helping with turtle conservation, surviving storms, and 

romance.  

 
Girlwood - Claire Dean 
When Polly Greene's older sister Bree runs away from home, Polly and her eccentric grandmother 

believe she is hiding in the neighboring Idaho woods, and when they discover a mysterious, hidden 

grove of larches, Polly and her friends build a shelter for Bree and try to save the grove from 

developers.  

 

The Kingfisher’s Tale – Mark Delaney   
The discovery of dead birds in a national forest leads the four teenaged members of Misfits, Inc. to 

investigate a mystery involving logging, militant environmental groups, congressional campaign 

contributions, and revenge. 
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Reef Rescue: an Eco-Adventure – India Evans – also Mercury Mountain  
From close encounters with deadly sharks, shipwrecks, and buried treasure, to menacing messages 

and ruthless treasure hunters, Julie's summer is a harrowing thrill ride that leads her to an infamous 

fort, where she learns of her own family's connection to a long-forgotten secret. 

 
Something Rotten - Alan Gratz 
The environmentalists believe the paper plant is responsible for polluting the river that flows through 

the town.  The father of Horatio's best friend was the CEO of a paper plant, but now he's dead.  

Are the environmentalists responsible? 

 

Write Naked – Peter Gould 
When Victor finds an old Royal typewriter at a yard sale and takes it to his uncle's isolated cabin 

in the Vermont woods to attempt to write, he meets up with an unusual girl, and together they 

explore their concerns about the world, themselves, and each other. 

 
Skullduggery – Pete Hautman   
During a field trip in the local woods, Roni and Brian find the local archaeology professor, Andrew 

Dart, knocked unconscious in a cave, which leads them to investigate a land development scheme. 

 
Scat – Carl Hiaasen – also Flush 
Nick and his friend Marta decide to investigate when a mysterious fire starts near a Florida wildlife 

preserve and an unpopular teacher goes missing. 

 

The Maze – Will Hobbs – also Changes in Latitudes 
Rick, a fourteen-year-old foster child, escapes from a juvenile detention facility near Las Vegas and 

travels to Canyonlands National Park in Utah where he meets a bird biologist working on a project 

to reintroduce condors to the wild. 

 

Hitch - Jeanette Ingold 
To help his family during the Depression and avoid becoming a drunk like his father, Moss 

Trawnley joins the Civilian Conservation Corps, helps build a new camp near Monroe, Montana, and 

leads the other men in making the camp a success.  
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California Blue – David Klass   
When seventeen-year-old John Rodgers discovers a new sub-species of butterfly which may 

necessitate closing the mill where his dying father works, they find themselves on opposite sides of 

the environmental conflict. 

 

Boys, Bears and a Serious Pair of Hiking Boots – Abby McDonald    
Can a boy-hungry Jersey girl survive the wilds of Canada with her eco-identity intact? 

 

Flying Blind – Anna Myers 
Ben Riley and Murphy, the pet macaw, know the killing of egrets for their feathers must be 

stopped, but the lines between right and wrong become blurred when Ben meets two orphans who 

rely on feathering to stay alive. 
 
They Came From Below – Blake Nelson   
While vacationing on Cape Cod, best friends Emily, age sixteen, and Reese, seventeen, meet Steve 

and Dave, who seem too good to be true, and whose presence turns out to be related to a dire 

threat of global pollution. 

 

Green Thumb – Rob Thomas   
While spending the summer in the Amazon rain forest of Brazil doing botanical research, thirteen-

year-old Grady discovers a secret language used by the trees to communicate with each other and 

falls afoul of the dictatorial Dr. Carter, whose motives seem questionable. 

 

Blind Faith Hotel – Pamela Todd 
When her parents separate and she and her siblings move with their mother from the northwest 

coast to a midwest prairie farmhouse, fourteen-year-old Zoe, miserably unhappy to be away from the 

ocean and her father, begins to develop a deep attachment to her new surroundings, when, after a 

shoplifting episode, she is assigned to work at a nature preserve. 
 



 

 

   Dystopian Post Climate Change    
 

Restoring Harmony – Joelle Anthony 
Ten years after the Great Collapse of 2031, sixteen-year-old Molly McClure, with only her fiddle for 

company, leaves the safety of her family's island home to travel through a dangerous and desolate 

wasteland on her way to Oregon to find her grandparents and persuade them to return with her to 

Canada. 

 

Ship Breaker – Paolo Bacigalupi   
In a futuristic world, teenaged Nailer scavenges copper wiring from grounded oil tankers for a living, 

but when he finds a beached clipper ship with a girl in the wreckage, he has to decide if he 

should strip the ship for its wealth or rescue the girl. 

 
The Exchange Student – Kate Gilmore  
When her mother arranges to host one of the young people coming to Earth from Chela, Daria is 

both pleased and intrigued by the keen interest shown by the Chelan in her work breeding 

endangered species. 

 
Carbon Diaries 2015 – By Saci Lloyd - also Carbon Diaries 2017 
In 2015, when England becomes the first nation to introduce carbon dioxide rationing in a drastic 

bid to combat climate change, sixteen-year-old Laura documents the first year of rationing as her 

family spirals out of control. 

 

Secret Under My Skin - Janet McNaughton 
In 2368, a young woman discovers the connection between the planet's dire environmental conditions 

and its future. 

 

White Horse Trick – Kate Thompson 
In the late twenty-first century, dramatic climate change has made life in Ireland almost impossible, 

and soon Tir na n'Og is faced with a refugee problem, partly because of a warlord who is a 

member of the Liddy family.  
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Memory Boy - Will Weaver 
Sixteen year old Miles is determined to save his family and constructs a man-powered vehicle out 

of bicycles and sailboat parts to transport them to a cabin in Minnesota's wilderness. 

 

Empty – Suzanne Weyn 
When, just ten years in the future, oil supplies run out and global warming leads to devastating 

storms, senior high school classmates Tom, Niki, Gwen, Hector, and Brock realize that the world as 

they know it is ending and lead the way to a more environmentally-friendly society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   Nonfiction    
 

Subversive Seamster: Transform Thrift Store Threads into Street Couture - Melissa Alvarado, Hope 
Meng, & Melissa Rannel  (MS &HS+)  Subversive Seamster is your secret roadmap to the jewels 

of thrifting and the ins and outs of refashioning. This book has shortcuts, tips, and secrets to the 

wide world of inexpensive, individualized fashion. 

 
MySpace OurPlanet : Change is Possible – Tom Anderson et al.   
You can change the world. Here's how. It's all in here: how to keep the planet healthy facts and 

info real-life stories suggestions and challenges eco-tips from MySpace users around the globe. 

Everybody who submitted a tip got their username in this book, btw.  

 
The Atlas of Global Conservation: Changes, Challenges and Opportunities to Make a Difference –  
Jonathan Hoekstra et al 

Top scientists at The Nature Conservancy have joined forces to create this reference. It features 79 

richly-detailed, full color maps and other graphics paired with an informative, inviting discussion of 

major trends across the world's terrestrial, marine, and freshwater environments. Interspersed 

throughout, essays by noted international authorities point the way forward in confronting some of our 

greatest conservation challenges. 

 
Green Career$ : You Can Make Money and Save the Planet  -  Jennifer Power Scott.  The eco-
job market is booming all over the world. Power Scott gives you examples to get you thinking 

about the possibilities, and introduces you to impassioned young people who love being part of the 

environmental job market. 

 
Generation Green: the Ultimate Guide to Living an Eco-Friendly Life - Linda Sivertsen and Tosh 
Sivertsen  This book lays out the inside scoop on the biggest issues affecting our planet, such as 

global warming and overflowing landfills; offers dozens of tips on how to shop, dress, eat, and 

travel the green way. 
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A Life in the Wild: George Schaller’s Struggle to Save the Last Great Beasts – Pamela S. Turner 
Spotlights Schaller working and observing some of the world's most endangered animals. Many of 

these species were previously considered impossible to study in the wild. 


