
Mock Newbery October Reading List 
 
Sharpen your book discussion and evaluation skills.  Please read one or (hopefully) more 
books for the meeting on Tuesday, October 23 from 7:00 – 9:00 PM, at the Eldredge 
Elementary School Library, East Greenwich (directions below).  The Newbery Medal 
is awarded annually to the author of the most distinguished contribution to American 
literature for children published in the United States during the preceding year. The 
Award is restricted to authors who are citizens or residents of the United States.  
 
Criteria: 1) In identifying "Distinguished Writing" in a book for children,  

a. Committee members need to consider the following:  
 Interpretation of the theme or concept  
 Presentation of information including accuracy, clarity, and 

organization  
 Development of a plot  
 Delineation of characters  
 Delineation of setting  
 Appropriateness of style 

 
Note: Because the literary qualities to be considered will vary 
depending on content, the committee need not expect to find 
excellence in each of the named elements. The book should, however, 
have distinguished qualities in all of the elements pertinent to it.  

b. Committee members must consider excellence of presentation for a child 
audience.  

Continuing sessions will be Wednesday, November 28, 7:00-9:00, Barrington Public 
Library and Wednesday, January 2 (snow date January 9), 7:00-9:00, Oak Lawn 
Branch Library, Cranston.  Voting for a Rhode Island winner and honor books will 
take place at the final session using the balloting procedures of the real committee. 

Note: For Rhode Island’s Mock Newbery only fiction is considered even though 
distinguished writing in any genre could be recognized by the Newbery Award 
Committee.  
 
 
Babbitt, Natalie.  Jack Plank Tells Tales.  
 
Clements, Andrew.   No Talking. 
 
MacLachlan, Patricia.  Edward’s Eyes. 
 
O’Connor, Barbara.  How to Steal a Dog.  



 
Paulsen, Gary.  Lawn Boy. 
 
Schmidt, Gary.  The Wednesday Wars.  
 
Stead, Rebecca.  First Light. 
 
Tarshis, Lauren.  Emma-Jean Lazarus Fell Out of a Tree. 
 
Wells, Rosemary.  Red Moon at Sharpsburg. 
 
White, Ruth.  Way Down Deep. 
 
Woodson, Jacqueline.  Feathers. 
 
Zimmer, Tracie Vaughn.  Reaching for the Sun. 
 
 

This is a starting list.  Please feel free to send suggested titles to: 

melody_allen@olis.ri.gov  

Directions 

From North:  Take the exit number 9 from I-95 (this is a left exit towards 
NEWPORT/SOUTH COUNTY). Merge onto RI-4 S. Immediately take exit number 8 
towards RI-2/I-95/EAST GREENWICH.  Keep RIGHT at the fork in the ramp.    Merge 
ontoRI-401/DIVISION ST.   Continue bearing right at the junction of Division and First 
Ave.   401 will become First Avenue.  Look for the Post Office on the right; turn left onto 
PROSPECT ST.  The school parking lot is on the corner of First Ave and Prospect Street. 

From South:  Travel 4 North to RI-401 E exit (exit number 8A) towards EAST 
GREENWICH.  It will be a right exit. Continue bearing right at the junction of Division 
and First Ave.  401 will become First Avenue. Look for Post Office on the right; turn left 
onto PROSPECT ST.  School parking lot is on corner of First Ave and Prospect St. 
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